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STANDARDS FOR ELECTRONIC AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY —SECTION 508

The Desert Community College District will, as mandated by federal and state laws and the
California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, comply with Section 508 Standards to ensure
accessibility to Electronic and Information Technology (EIT) for individuals with disabilities.

Individuals with disabilities are guaranteed access to educational institutions and systems of
communication under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990. Amendments to Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act clarify accessibility requirements for
EIT developed, procured, maintained, or used by federal agencies. Furthermore, California
Government Code Section 7405 states the following:

1. Inorder to improve accessibility of existing technology, and therefore increase the successful
employment of individuals with disabilities, particularly blind and visually impaired and deaf
and hard-of-hearing persons, state governmental entities, either indirectly or through the use
of state funds by other entities, shall comply with the accessibility requirements of Section
508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. Sec. 794d), and regulations
implementing that act as set forth in Part 1194 of Title 36 of the Federal Code of Regulations.

2. Any entity that contracts with a state or local entity subject to this section for the provision of
electronic or information technology or for the provision of related services shall agree to
respond to, and resolve any complaint regarding accessibility of its products or services that
is brought to the attention of the entity.

See Administrative Procedure 6365 Accessibility of Information Technology
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